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AWAD = The Atlantic World and the Dutch

AWAD, however, is not a ‘Dutch’ project, but an atitic. So, the emphasis
should be on the Atlantic. The geographical boueddor AWAD are clear cut:
the statute (octrooi) area of the Dutch West Iri¢tianpany. The AWAD
program, however, is not about the Company, navgseas settlements or its
successors. That's a rather narrow minded nindtemttury Hollandocentric’,
imperialistic or colonial point of view. The Dutétlantic was not primarily
about empire. Piet Emmer and Wim Klooster callazhite: expansion without

empire. And they are quit right.

During the conference the emphasis was on theebdlatelation between one
country and the Netherlands. The Atlantic, howeleapout multilateral
connections. AWAD’s emphasis should be focussethemynamics generated
in the Western Hemisphere, in the Atlantic itselfa very broadly defined
Dutch context, whatever that means. | will illusgréhis with two examples.

The first one is about the Virgin Islands. Durihg eighteenth century they
were a Danish colony, governed by Danish Crowrciais. The Lutheran
church was the formal religion, and Danish theowdfilanguage. So, what is the
‘Dutchness’ about this? Not much probably. Mosthaf plantation owners,
however, came from the Dutch West Indian Islandi®yTwere stout Calvinists
and they spoke Dutch among themselves of courser. Dne, on their
plantations a Creole Dutch developed. It becamédiniijaa franca of the African

slaves on the islands. Several letters and serarengreserved in this Creole



Dutch. In my opinion this is an obscure, but intiigy example of intangible

cultural heritage outside the realm of the DutchsWedia Company.

The second example is about Asia. As already meadion Tuesday, during
the nineteenth century, the Dutch government cotgdaover three thousand
African men from the Gold Coast to serve as soddiethe Dutch East Indies;
the so-calledBelanda Hitam or black Hollanders. This resulted in a process of
creolization in Asia. Not theapoeyers or Euro-Africans on the coast, but the
Indo-Africans. Furthermore, the returning soldietsoduced the so-called
Dutch wax print obatik in West Africa. Today, Vlisko from Helmond usessth
Indonesian print technique for exporting colourextites to West Africa. And if
you visit Ghana today, you can not miss this. Big,is an example of tangible
cultural heritage connecting Java, Ghana and Hallan

This peculiar inter-cultural exchange in a ‘Dutétilantic context is
commemorated in the Elmina-Java Museum in Elmiryath® way another
Asian link in the so-called ‘Dutch’ Atlantic areghlindentured labourers brought

to Suriname. But that is another story.

Now | will turn to the topic of our sessions: Argas and Libraries.

One of the major conclusion of yesterdays sessaspgcially the third and last
one, was that the main denominator, despite alhtige differences between the
participating countries, of the AWAD program wehe tarchival sources, the
written heritage. All participants during the firedssion agreed on this. So, that
is rather clear. For Brazil, Ghana, the six Cardrbeslands, Suriname, Guyana,
North America and even the Netherlands that is#se. However, if you accept
the idea of an Atlantic generating its own dynamibesyond the rather arbitrary
and limited ‘Dutch’ scope, than we have to take iatcount the written heritage

relevant for the ‘Dutch’ Atlantic outside the pras@WAD boundaries, too.



Specifically I am thinking of the National Archiwie Kew, London. The Public
Record Office holds three important archival seredsvant for AWAD:

1. the archives of Berbice, Essequebo and Demeradeldasver to London
after the Paris Treaty of 1816. The papers fronZéeland chamber.

2. the Dutch papers, documents and letters in thevaslof the High Court
of Admiralty, confiscated by English privateersidgrthe many Anglo-
Dutch wars. For all participants, maybe with theeption of Brazil, the
so-called ‘sailing letters’ are very important toderstand colonial
societies, from many different angles.

3. During the Napoleonic wars, with the exceptiontd tastle of Elmina,
the Brits attacked and occupied all Dutch Atlapissessions. Vast series
of letters and reports, send by British officialghese ‘Dutch’
possessions, are located in the War Office an€tienial Office. They
contain, for instance, detailed information on plogulation in these

settlements, including the, for instance, deathlartt rates of the slaves.

If | can make one recommendation, | would adviseAAWto invite the Public

Records Office to the program, at least for théiaat section.

Thank you.






